[Tumor markers in the diagnosis of tumors of the liver and biliary tract].
Tumour markers are a valuable contribution to the diagnosis and monitoring of tumours processes in the liver. They are used for early diagnosis as well as for monitoring of treatment. In particular monitoring of the dynamic of changes is important. A dominating place is still held by alpha fetoprotein. The importance of CEA is in differentiation of metastatic processes. In the diagnosis of neoplastic processes in the biliary pathways antigen CA 19-9 is most important. An important finding is also than non-specific increases of tumours markers occur in some chronic processes of the liver and biliary pathways. Despite the large number of tumour markers they are useful only in conjunction with other clinical and imaging methods.